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Unto as is bern this dag a Subdionr.” 
te comfort all that moarn.” 


ET not the hearts, whose sorrow cannot « al! 
Thie Christmas merry, slight the feetival. 
Let ve be merry that may merry be. 
But let us not forget that many mourn 
The semiling Baby came to give us glee. 
But for the weepere was the SAVIOUR born.” 


Editorial Hotes. 


Dear Reaper,—Al this Chrisimas time the 
Council of the Evangelical Alliance tells you 
in plain and direct words that it needs your 
help. Founded in 1846 and guided through 
all these years by men of revered Christian 
lives the Alliance has continuously laboured for 


make tt a matter of prayer that you and others 
may show more practical sympathy with us in 
the work. If you are not a member of the 
Alliance will you not send your name and 
address to the Secretary, 7, Adam Sireet, for 


send 
possible 


WC. Ws ale fad plex 
| your walls for the picture of the Stundists, that 
you may remember us and them. 


Christmas is essentially a family festival. 
The first coming of our Lord has sanctified 
the season in the homes of His people. We 
rejoice together in our families over all that 
He has done for us. With the coming New 
Year we are reminded by the annual invita- 
tion of the Evangelical Alliance of the wider 
family sill, to which all belong, who can 
truly say “Our Father.” As in past years, 
the papers connected with the Alliance 
Week of Prayer have gone out to Christians 


all over the world, and the members of this 


nrolment? If you are already a member great family have the opportunity of a happy 
a 0% Christmas donation, reunion and of joining in united thanksgiving 


and prayer. The nation is passing through 
a great spiritual crisis, and we ask all believers 
to come together for intercession on next 


January 7th-13th. The Council of the Evan- 


Yet momies gelical Alliance desire their friends in all 
_ parts to use their influence in arranging that 


wherever these United Prayer Meetings are 
held a doving invitation should be offered 
| One of the 


| 
| 
| 
the glory of God. ’ 
Calls for help come té us day by day and we | 


Tilt 


* 
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“THE HOPE WHICH LAID FOR YOU 
HEAVEN.” 


By H. C. G. Mouts, D.D., Norrisian Professor of Divinity, Cambridge. 


ee this paper is noteworthy, and 
@EaE bears directly upon the aim and 

work of the Evangelical Alliance. 
The Apostle is addressing the somewhat 
remote mission-church of Colossx. He 
speaks with warm thankfulness of their 
spiritual condition, and particularly in two 
vitally important respects. He has heard 
of their “faith in the Lord Jesus”—the 
living reality of their reliance 
on Him as Saviour and Lord ; 


_ indicate a far wider scope ; he 
is thinking of their warmth of 
attachment to “ all that call on 
the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” in the scattered mis- 


sion-churches. To all these the hearts at | (Titus ii. 13). 


Colossz beat with a family affection, an 
affection, we may be sure, which showed 
itself in deeds of loving brotherhood when 
occasion Came, even as the Macedonian and 
Achaian Christians showed their love in 
deeds when called upon to collect for the 
poverty-stricken believers at Jerusalem. 

Beyond doubt, this sense of a real family 
life over the wide mission-world of Apostolic 
times was a great and powerful element in 
the first progress of the Gospel. To a degree 
which is most wonderful when we think of 
the comparative slowness of communications 
then, but which somehow proved possible at 


it refers distinctly to the 
Glorious Return ; “ the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto 
Him” (2 Thess. ii. 2). So here, the Apostle 
knows that amongst all other motives to the 
Colossians’ love to all the saints this was the 
brightest and the strongest, that for them- 
selves and their brethren they were looking 
forward to the longed-for coming. And there 
was a magic power in that wonderful future 
upon the emotions of the present. The one 
common goal endeared to each other the 
pilgrims |towards it. They were all con- 


verging thither, and their ‘hearts converged — 


as the one prospect-—a prospect full to the 


{ 


E immediate context of the | that time of mighty spiritual innovation in | 
words which form the title of | the world, lands and races and languages | 
| gave way, as it were, before the blessed in- 
_ stinct of family unity in Christ. | 
_ Now comes in the utterance which forms 
and then of their “love to all 
the saints.” By this love he 
evidently means not merely 
their local affections, if I may 
say so, but their brotherly spirit 
towards one another in the No one can mistake what is 
little town where they lived. meant by “the hope.” if I 
The words, “ to all the saints,” — read aright, the word “hope” 
is far more often than not used 
in the New Testament distinc- 
tively of “the blissful hope, 
even the appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Saviour” | 
| | 
| 
| 
= | 
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brim of the thought not only of individual 
but of social bliss—grew brighter. 

The idea of “ our gathering together unto 
Him” already gathered them together round 
Him, in a spiritual proximity and endear- 


ment which transcended, or rather absorbed | 


and annulled, a thousand dividing lines. 
They loved, far and wide, “on account of” 
the Hope. 

The “application” to our own case is 
obvious, and delightful. The Evangelical 
Alliance exists to put “ saints,” that is to say 
men and women redeemed and dedicated, 
into closer contact with one another, for 
their own good and the Lord’s glory, in a 
way which transcends many partial and tem- 
porary lines of outward demarcation. Let 
us more and more bring into our thaughts, 
prayers, and labour, in its blessed enterprise, 
the power of “the Hope laid up for us in 


heaven.” Amidst the world’s total neglect of 
it, amidst the too frequent indifference or 


doubt within the Church itself in regard of 
it, that Hope moves towards us. How many 


tokens round us now may remind the believer | 


of those days just before the frst Advent, 
when the circle who “looked for 


tion,” drew together, and talked together, of } 


their Hope, which so soon was actually to 
“appear”! Some day—it may be very 
shortly, it wus! be at the best possible time— 


we shall all alike be crying, from all our 


our God ; we have waited for Him, and He | | 


will save us.” Let us then, to the utmost 
we can, anticipate the grand “ gathering to- 
gether” of that hour by a nearer and ever 
nearer union of hearts; a “love to all the 
saints,.on account of the Hope, the blissful 
Hope, which is laid up for us in heaven.” 


Armenia.—The outlook for the people is 
much worse now than it was at the same 


time last year. The Council are about to | 
send fresh help, and invite the co-operation 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


Tus was held on October 31st, November 
1st and 2nd, in the Victoria Rooms, Clifton. 


The addresses were of the same high order 


a Gospel address was delivered by Dr. Harry 
Grattan Guinness, followed by an after 
meeting ; on the second there were miost 
stirring missionary speeches by Keva 
Wardlaw Thompson, of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, W. T. A. Barber, of 
Cambridge, on work in China, M. Nachim, 
of the British Jews’ Society, and by Dr. H. 
Grattan Guinness on his own experiences in 
pioneer work in South America ; on the third 
evening Mr. Fuller Gooch and Mr. Griffith 
Thomas spoke on “Our Protestant Faith.” 
| The morning and afternoon sessions of the 
first day were devoted to the consideration 
of the doctrine of the Holy Ghost, and of 


| 
; | were arranged on popular lines. On the first 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Moinct were particularly instructive and 
_helpful.. The paper by Rev, W. S. Standen, 
for all Christians, also aroused a good deal of © 
interest ; so, too, did the address of Rev. J. 
E. Watts, Ditchfield, on Christian work 
amongst men. Present-day problems were 
well handled by Archdeacon Hughes James 
districts and provinces or varying organisa- and Mr. Vickers, of Plymouth. The paper by 
ti ionality rf ieie Mr. G. F. Chambers on the Lord’s Day was 
iently true and thorough to call forth 
| the compliment of a certain amount of abuse 
| | from a small section of the secular Press. 
_ Rev. Dr. J. Gritton presided at this session, 
and spoke with power and earnestness. 
r |The Conference was made interesting by 
i the presence of several foreign friends— 
Dr. Prochet, of Rome ; Herr Otto Mau, of 
Rev. Benjamin Nielsen, of Deninark. 
Amongst the other members of the Council 
Chubb, C. Morgan, and W. H. Seagram, 
ia | | who all took a helpful part in the proceedings. 
| 
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THE LOVE OF CHRISTMAS. 


it was strewn on the shore by a retreating 

wave, and hastening back to the sick-room, 

cried out, “ Look, mother, I've brought you 

i the sea!” And.when the mother looked 

| which its sin had reduced it; but there were only two damp little hands. It 

how marvellous that Ne should have been is equally impossible to cogvey in human 

willing to stoop to our low estate ! | language any adequate conception of the 

We are told that for what he thought to length and depth and breadth and height of 

be the welfare of the Republic, Diocletian the love of Christ that brought Him from the 

renounced the Roman purple and retired to throne to the manger, from the glory He had 

a private palace. But he did not take his with the Father before the worlds were 

place among the common people from whom made to the stable where the horned oxen 
he sprang. And even if he had done so, if fed. 

he had become one of the humblest citizens, § Do we gauge love by what it will prompt 

what comparison could we have instituted us to renounce? Here wag renunciation 

aff 


between such an act of condescension, and indeed! Do we estimate affection 

the descent of the Son of God? - _ lowly offices to which it will stoop? H 
It is recorded of another emperor, Julian, was a descent, un 
when he was in Gaul, during a season of | the universe! Do we measure devotion 

great hardship and discouragement, that he _ another's interests by the patient tenacity 
left his royal tent, abandoned his horse, dis- with which the lover prosecutes them ? Ah! 
tributed the inperial provisions among his | the patience of Jesus has had much to test it, 
troops, and, taking his place at their head, even to the uttermost ; yet He has not failed, 
marched barefooted among them, sharing nor become discouraged, nor will He, until 
in the coarsest fare of the common soldiers. _ He has won back the kingdom to God, even 


Yet even this cannot be compared with the 
condescension of our Saviour, because the | 
emperor returned to his exalted position, so relationships, earth and its daily tasks, new 
soon as the stress of the anxiety was over, | and blessed. We know how a new home 
whereas Jesus has for evermore taken us | or room hardly seems to be consecrated until 
into union with Himself. The incarnation | some beloved or saintly presence has been 
was. not an outward semblance, or a tem- there. But if only that chair has been 
porary expedient, but an everiasting knitting | occupied, a meal partaken off that table, a 
together of the Divine and the human, fore- night spent in that bed-chamber by the onc 
shadowed and rendered possible, when God | we 
created man in His own likeness, after His | like 
So 


Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, To this we | made her blessed for ever. Her humble 
shall return. | cottage must have been glorious as a palace, 
What love was here! A little child, eager | her simple meals : 
to share her joy in the vision of the open | workshop, where He had wrought, sacred ; 
sea with her invalid mother, dipped her two | the ordinary household occupations holy 
childish hands into the sparkling brine, as as the ministry of Zacharias, her relative, 


/ | | 


j 4 
j 


| 
By Rev. F. B. Mever, B.A. 
men, and for our salvation, He came down | virtue of the love of God, which had stooped 
from heaven, and was incarnate by the | to share it with her, and, in doing so, had 
| 


are cramped and held down by the feeling 
that they are low and unworthy, remember 
that the love of Jesus led Him to tarry aniid 
them, and then, filled with love to Jesus, 
fulfil and occupy them ail. 

But the love of Jesus has done more than 
this. It has not dignifed human life, 
but it has made a ladder of union between 
us and God. In the Incarnation God has 
come down to us to unite us in eternal 
union with Himself. Do not think, as some 
of the early heretical sects did, that the 
Son of God took on Him merely the sem- 
blance of a human body, and that He 
could take up and lay down our human 
nature, as we might don and doff a dress. 
There was more than this when the Word 
became. fiesh. There was a wedding, a 
uniting, a formation of a new unit in the 
orders of Being, so that the Divine and the 
human blended to constitute a new and hol 
Being. Our race has thus become united with 


the Being of God, closely, indissolubly, and 
No other race of creatures“in all 
the wide universe can vie with us in this. 


ages, May prostrate themselves with deeper 
adoration before the throne. But none of 


them can affirm that their nature is identified) 
with God’s, or that there is any ladder by : 
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which God has come to them, or they can. 
climb to God, like that marvellous ladder of 
the Incarnation, at the foot of which Christ- 
mas calls us to worship. 

Our Brother stands in the heart of the 


Throne, wearing for evermore the nature 
which He took to Himself in the body bora 


of the Virgin Mother. His humanity isbe - 


yond dispute. Did He not hunger and 
thirst? Did He not sleep and wake? Did 
He not have special friendships? Was He 
not troubled to tears at the grave of His 
friend? Was He not tempted? Did He 
not die? After His death did He not accost 
many with the old familiar tones? And 
did not Stephen see Him at the right hand 


‘| of Power as the Son of Man? How truly 


ohe with us He was and is ! 


“™ Bat not this fleshly robe alone 

Shall link ws, Lord, to Thee ; 

Not only in the tear and groan 

. Shall the dear kindred be. 

Our own will be Thy life Divine, 
Thine image we shall bear ; 

With Thine own glory we shall shinc, — 
tn Thine own bliss shall share. 

O mighty grace ! our life to live, 

_ To make our earth divine ! 

O mighty grace ! Thy heaven to give, 

_ And lift our life to Thine.” 


Let this love saturate our hearts. Let us 
lie asoak in it. Let us turn to it, “ as a crea- 
ture shut up in the dark turns without thought, 
without plan or anticipation, to any corner 
of its darkness where a bright light suddenly 
shines.” 

It has been truly said that there are 
moments in our Christian life when this is 
all we cando. Men tell us at times this and 
that about Jesus, some subtle thought about 
the mystery of His Nature, some profound 
theory about His Person or work. We do 
not question and we do not argue. But we 
turn from it all, as we would do from the 
man, who, when our heart was yearning for 
the présence and sympathy of our dearest 


friend, suddenly took us aside and began to 


30 
in the temple ; because jesus had shared 
them with her. | 
Let us never forget that Jesus has entered 
into our relationships, fulfilled our duties, 
and tasted our delights ; and at once a 
they can never again be uninteresting and 
dull, never commonplace, never a weary 
slavery. The very lock of the doors still 
drops with the spicery of His hand. Sons, He 
was a son. Workmen, He wrought at the 
bench. Brothers, He was a brother to many 
brothers and sisters. Whenever your lives 
| 
Angels may stand in the Divine presence, | 
with pure and blameless natures. The first- | 
born sons of light may gaze with unrebuked 
b vision into the deep things of God, and see 
4 even further than we can. Elders, who 
i have witnessed the procession of ages of 
| discuss the conditions of friendship. The 
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37 
theory or doctrine may be quite trv, but af | CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY. 
ARE. FROM WN CORRESPONDENT 
longing of the heart.to win Christ,to know | OF OWN 
Christ, and to be found in Him. Beatin, December 4. 
It is wise and good to consider in Curistmas is now near, the festival which is 
elaboration of thought all that jesus is meant undoubtedly uppermost in the hearts of all 


been 

pre- But 

pares us and calls joyment. | even Those who 

And as some sorts of jewels, having | paint Luther sitting with his wife and 

absorbed the light of the sun, will flash it children under the Christmas-tree commit 

room, | am anachronism. The first Christmas-tree 

so when we have drunk in the Love of Jesus, | was used in 1605 at Strasburg in Alsace, but 
let us give it forth again in thoughts that | the practice spread so quickly that now it F 
breathe, in words that burn, in deeds of | is hardly possible to find a German home at | 
thoughtfulness and self-denial. Christmas without it. German steamers will 4 


Love of God, whichis in Jesus Christ and | The churches now celebrate also Christmas 
was revealed in the unspeakablé Gift, which Eve. Evening services on the afternoon of 


The “ D. L. Moody” Popular Editions at 6d., | very, popular. They ate mostly crowded, 
cloth gd. (Morgan and Scott), comprise all his even where the attendance at Divine service 
addresses, and their very moderate price is otherwise not large. 7 
should bring them within reach of all. The | But, after all, Christmas is chiefly a festival 
paper is good, the type clear,and the binding of the house, and the presents are the — 
appropriate. Each volume containsanumber principal attraction for the children. The 
of addresses. ; | general habit of giving presents—parents to 


Him ; but let os beware: lest too great may truly say that from the beginning of 
subtlety of thought diverts us from the | December all thoughts here are directed to 
loving contemplation of Himself. Nothing Christmas. It need hardly be pointed out 
must intervene to dull the first great deep | that the Christmas-tree had its origin in Ger- 
longing of the soul for Jesus, which is as in- | many, and is the peculiar feature of German 
structive as the movements of a frightened | Christmas. It is not only used here every- 
be co hat glows in our grates and | light their tree when they are on the ocean 
furnaces is simply compressed sunlight and at that period; when Emperor Frederick 
sunheat which are being liberated from their | spent his last Christmas on ecarth at San 
long imprisonment.. Through long millen- Remo as Crown Prince in 1887 the tree was 
niums the rich tropical vegetation basked in | not missing in his Italian villa. You will find 
the sunshine and drank in glorious draughts | it in the palace of the Emperor and in the 
of light and fire. With these embodied in poorest house, in private habitation and in all 
their texture, ferns, stems, reeds, canes, were . the institutions of Christian work and charity. 
plunged into the dark cellars of the carth,, The small fr-tree—with its evergreen 
and there remained till brought to the sur- branches, its lighted candies, and its affixed 
face by human skill, and now they give ornaments and presents, is an emblem of a ) 
back what they received. Nature has her | gift, superior to all temporary things, which 
Epiphany. In like manner let us see to it, | is the light of the world and the expression 
we celebrate at Christmas. . | the 24th, under the lighted Christmas-tree, 


8 


their children, masters to their servants, &c. 
—makes the weeks before Christmas a very 


busy time indeed. In all shops people work — ti 


till late at night to be able to comply with all 


the orders. For those who have to give it is 


rather a tax on their purse, and the many 
Christmas celebrations for the poor are apt 
to produce in them a kind of looking out for 
earthly profits. Above all, Christmas remind 


us of the wonderful love of God, who so | 


loved that He gave His only begotten 
Sou for us — therefore ecverybody must 
show love to his neighbour on that day. 
No German will forget the happy moments 
of his childhood—when the 24th of Decem- 
ber, the long-looked-for day, af last came, 
when the father called the family into the 
room, where under the lights of the Christmas- 
tree, everybody found his table covered with 
presents. How curious every child isto see 
whether his special wishes and hopes have | 
been realised! and it is not only for the 
children that these good things are prepared. 
Also the servants have their tables. It is the | 
grand day of the German home. In those 


old and ever new Gospel of the Nativity, 
Luke ii., is read, and the children recite 
Christmas hymns. All the children try to | 


give their parents some pleasure at the occa- | 


sion, they learn hymns and prepare some 


works of their hands for father and mother. | 


Brothers and sisters also have trifles for each 
other. Everybody is to be happy that day, 
a true commemoration of the day when 
peace and happiness was restored to man- 
kind through Jesus Christ oar Lord. Thus 
the annual course uf the seasons and of the 
great Christian festivals. have stamped their 
character on Christian life. The winter is 
the time when more people than usual come — 
together in the large cities. What takes 
place in our Continental cities i 

after New Year is a conflux of the upper ten 
thousand for amusement. As, however, in 
London, the May meetingsare also held during 


come to Berlin is also used for Christian 
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a very busy month for all religious workers ; 
it is the beginning of the regular winter 
work, and everybody wishes to get a good 
start before Christmas. Young men’s and 
young Women’s associations try to reach 
those who have newly taken their abode in 
the place, the month of October being one 
in which the working classes chiefly change 
their situations. The’ last Sunday of the 


7 _ ecclesiastical year brings the remembrance 
‘the “ season,” so the time when most people 


of the dead, with its large distribution of 
sermons and tracts in the churchyard. _ 


work more than any other. In the country 
_ these months are very quiet, but the compara: 
ve liberty from work, which the farmer en- 
joys through the shortness of the days and 
| of-door pursuits, make the winter months 
| also in the country a good time for Christian 
| work. At the end of the winter Lent follows, 
which is also considered as a time when the 
thoughts ought to be directed more to serious 
things. Altogether the ecclesiastical year has 
still a very strong hold on the German people. 
The summer brings out-of-door meetings. | 
The holidays at Easter and Whitsun- 
ferences. We hope to have the Nal 
Alliance Conference in the Easter week, 
in the week 
Gradau 
meeting—so 
the 
| midsummer, 
very favourable for religious mectings— 
the country people are hard at work |. 
till late at night, and the inhabitants of 
houses where the Christian feeling reigns the | the large cities like to enjoy a stroll into 
the open air. The end of the travelling 
season is generally filled very much with 
large religious gatherings. The Evangelical 
Society for the protection of the national 
§$Protestant interests, the Gustavus Adolfus 
nn Society, and several others hold their annual 
meetings at the end of September or be- 
ginning of October. At the latter period the 
congress for home missions is held—this time 
at Strasburg in Alsace. November is generally 
} 
| 
if 
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TWO RECENT SECRET TRIALS IN RUSSIA. 


WITH A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE STUNDISTS. 
By THe Eprror. 
JRING his recent journey on be- Sharypoff, having obtained leave to speak, 
half of the persecuted Christians | said that the Stundists were simply believers 


with the loss of all civil rights. Those con- | but that despite his old age and failing health 
victed were Stundists, and the charge laid | he was willing to suffer exile rather than give 


members of the Orthodox Greek Church. | implies a condition of poverty and bunger 


Four of those at Ostrov were accused of | and lonely not easily realised. 
blaspheming against the Ikons, byt on this The above trial took place at Wassilsoursk-~------ 
charge they were acquitted. The trials were | The trial at Ostrov was so similar in its 
in each case conducted with closed doors. accusation, evidence, general conduct and 
The best known name amongst the accused | result, that it is unnecessary to give further 
is that of Sharypoff. This man, being active | detail. But a brief account of the origin and 
in evangelising work, was arrested three years | history of Stundists will help to throw 
ago. He was kept in prison two and a half | light on the trials here reported. ~ 

yeafs without trial. He was then brought | The Empress Catharine of Russia, as far 
to trial and the charge laid against him was | back as 1778 invited the indastrious farmers 
that he had pervetted ‘some people | of South Germany to leave their homes and 
from the Greek Church in his own village, | to settle in the province of Kherson. Many 
Gorky, and had baptized them. Nikoomoff | came and received large grants of land. 
Novikoff and others 


Stundists did not acknowledge the mecessity | hymns and the reading of the Word of God. 
of courts and judges, and. that they based | The Russians themselves soon learnt to read, 
their objection to these on the verse, “ Judge | and hours (Germ. Stunden) were appointed in | 
not, that ye be not judged ;” also that they | which day by day they would meet together 
refused to acknowledge the authority of the | to study the Scriptures. In this manner 
Emperor and of the Church, day by day it became ever more impossible 


who were guided in their 
= firsthand the account of two | Testament which told them to “ the 
secret trials held in the month | king,” and to “obey magistrates,” and to 
of October; one at Ostrov, the other at | “be subject unto the higher powers,” and 
Wassilsoursk, on the Volga. In each case | that they held these words to be binding 
the accused were sentenced, some to be | upon them as the words of God. He added 
exiled for life to the Caucasus, and others | that he had already suffered three years and 
to various terms of exile and imprisonment, | two months in prison because of this charge, 
against them was that they had endeavoured | up his faith in the Lord Jesus. The resalt 
to spread the new (i.c. Evangelical) teaching, | has teen already stated. Exile for life 
having assisted in the baptism. The most | faith. Up to this time the Russian peasants 
important witness called for the prosecution | had been treated as an inferior création by 
was the “expert witness,” Mr. Skvortzoff— | their Russian employers. The new German 
. the editor of a Russian Church magazine— | immigrants, bowever, regardeti the poor 
who made a long speech against the accused. | Russians who laboured for them in the fields 
| He said that the sect of Stundists was one | as men and brothers, and when the day’s 
| of the most dangerous sects from a national | work was done welcomed them into their 
| point of view. He alleged that the | houses to be present at the singing of the 
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